
 

 

 

 STANDARD CONVOY  
PROCEDURE 
 

This guide outlines the ‘Standard Convoy Procedures’ typically used by drivers during 4WD trips to ensure that 
no member of the convoy becomes lost.  The first and most important point to remember with ‘Standard 
Convoy Procedures’ is that each person in the convoy is responsible for the person behind them. 
As each member of the convoy arrives at a turn or junction, they are required to- 
 

1. Stop; and 
2. Place their turn signal on; and 
3. Wait there until the next vehicle behind approaches; and 
4. Make sure the approaching vehicle from behind has seen them 

 
 

Once the vehicle behind you has acknowledged that they can see you waiting and now knows which way to 
turn, you can then proceed on (be absolutely certain they have seen you).  It is now their turn to stop at the 
junction and wait for the vehicle behind them.   
 
 
If you are the approaching vehicle, there are a number of ways you can let the vehicle sitting at the corner 
know that you are now aware of the turn. This includes- 
 

 Flashing your headlights; or 
 Acknowledging them through your UHF radio; or 
 Placing your own indicator own, showing them you are aware of the pending turn 

 
 
Typically, once the last vehicle (usually referred to as ‘Tail End Charlie’) completes their turn, they will radio 
acknowledgment through to the Trip Leader.  This way, the Trip Leader knows everyone has completed the 
turn. In addition, the Trip Leader will know how far the convoy is spread out and can decide if it is necessary to 
slow down to keep the convoy in a tighter group. 
 
The diagram here illustrates how the ‘Standard Convoy 
Procedures’ works. 
 
 
Remember, with this system, YOU are always responsible 

for ensuring the vehicle behind you does not become lost.  
Usually when someone does become lost, it is because 
someone failed to stop at a junction and wait for them, or 
they assumed the vehicle behind saw them and they 
moved off prematurely. 
 
 
If at any time, you become lost, try and reach another 
member of the convoy on your UHF radio. If you are 
unable to reach anyone, simply stop, turn your engine off 
and wait until someone finds you. Try and avoid wandering 
around looking for the convoy. Instead, let them find you.  
 


